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It was not coincidence that the Department of Seaports & Customs (DSPC) \

has accomplished two significant projects at Port Khalid in the first half
of this year. It is the strategy of the department to adopt a sustainable
development policy in accordance with the plans drawn to tackle the needs
and challenges of the future. ‘
The first project is connected with port services by developing a completely

new berth supported by an ample yard which already has started operations

at the beginning of the year. While the second is dedicated to customs

services by installing a new state- of-the- art facility for containerized cargo

inspection which has started work recently.

With these projects the development story has not ended, because the

DSPC is developing other projects including the northern wharf of Port \
Khalid and a new building for passengers arrival and departure at the Creek

of Sharjah. :
The DSPC objectives behind these improvements are to boost ports z
and customs services to traders, port users, passengers and clearance s
companies, emphasizing that their success is that of the Department of )
Seaports & Customs. f
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He who does not know his past cannot
make the best of his present and future, for
it is from the past that we learn.

Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
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Highlights:

rganisedby the Sharjah
Book Authority (SBA), SCRF 2018 is
themed "Your Future... Just a Book Away/,
with the participation of 134 publishers
from 18 Arab and foreign countries and
286 authors, poets and literary guests
hailing from 121 countries.
The event will host a line-up of 2,600
cultural and literary events and activities
o enrich and entertain all ages, books
and literary materials.
His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi
toured SCRF's exhibition halls and the
stands of a number of local, Arab and
international publishing houses and
organizations, where His Highness was
acquainted with their publications of
printed and digital books, as well as
learning materials.
The Ruler of Sharjah also visited the
‘Future  Machine’ exhibition, which
encompasses live visual shows offering
children insights into the new digital
age, as well as models and replicas
that run on artificial intelligence and




robot functioning, allowing visitors
the opportunity to explore the latest
technologies.

During his tour, His Highness Sheikh
Dr. Sheikh Sultan viewed the seventh
edition of the Sharjah Exhibition for
Children's Books lllustrations, featuring
355 artworks by 104 illustrators from
37 countries, The UAE is topping the
ranks in terms of participation, with 12
Emirati illustrators, while 29 others are
from Arab countries and 67 from the
rest of the world. His Highness also met
some illustrators and commended their
influential role in increasing children’s
turnout to reading.

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Al
Qasimi honoured the winners of the
exhibition awards, namely illustrator
Rasa Jansiawiskit from Lithuania who
won the first prize, Yang Park from
South Korea who ranked second, while
the third prize was awarded to illustrator
Mariana Pedraza from Mexico. The three
incentive prizes went to illustrators
(Claudia Melinka Elance Ituri from Bolivia,
Matthias Dobell from Germany, and
Reza Dalond from Iran.

The Arabic Young Adult Book Award,
which targets children aged 13 to 17
years, was given to Dr. Ibrahim Shalabi
for his book ‘Wasim Tours, while the
International Children’s Book Award was
secured by Michelle Zilkoski,

HH Sheikh Dr. Sultan also honoured the
winners of the SCRF Awards 2018,
including author Nahed Al Shawwa, who
won the Best Arabic Children's Book for
the age group 4 to 12 years, for her
book ‘One Dream or Two', published by
Noon Books.

The Arabic Young Adult Book Award
went to author Sonia Al Nimr for her
book "Thunderbird’, published by Tamer
Institute for Community Education.
The International Children’s Book Award
was secured by writer Mariam Saqr Al
Qasimi for her title ‘Where the Letters
Disappeared?, published by Medad
Publishing and Distribution.

The Sharjah Police Science Academy
was awarded the Sharjah Children’s Bo

ok Award for visually impaired children.
SCRF 2018 also featured a series of
international theatrical performances
that combine education, fun and
entertainment to highlight the values
of honesty to young visitors. Among
the performances are international
favourite Tuta and Monkey Cheetah),
and the Island of Kids' Area’ from Kuwait.
An impressive line-up of prominent Arab
literati and celebrities took part in this
year's SCRF, most notably renowned
Egyptian actresses Sabrin, Algerian
artist Tareq Al Arabi Tarkan, who wrote
more than 1,000 songs and created
scripts for several TV shows and
famous cartoon films, and Syrian actress
Amal Hawijeh, who has been the voice
of much-loved animated film characters.
Other Arab guests included Egyptian
artist Hassan Yousef, Director General
of the National Children’s Theatre at the
Egyptian Ministry of Culture, Moroccan
children’s illustrator Safwan Lugah, Dr.
Reem Al Fawwaz,
Assistant  Professor
and Researcher in
Children's  Literature
and Literary Criticism
at the Arabic Language
Department of the
King  Abdul  Aziz
University in Jeddah,
Emirati  writer  and
storyteller Dr. Abdul
Redha Al Sajwani, and
Emirati novelist Nadia

Al Najjar.

The festival hosted
a galaxy of foreign
guests, including

British children's book
author Sibéal Pounder,
American poet and
author Mark Gonzalez,
award-winning
Indian children’s
author Natasha
Sharma, Indian  actor
and  producer Varun
Pruthi, British children’s
author and illustrator

Ed Vere, and American award-winning
children’s author, Miranda Paul, among
others.

The SCRF, which is held annually under
the patronage of His Highness the Ruler
of Sharjah, and his wife, Her Highness
Sheikha Jawaher bint Mohammed Al
Qasimi, Chairperson of the Supreme
Council of Family Affairs, has been
developing the knowledge of children
in the UAE, expanding their intellect
and fostering their skills through its rich
array of cultural, health and awareness
events as well as art, entertainment
shows and sporting activities.

The 10thedition of SCRF 2018 was
held in collaboration with sponsors and
partners including Etisalat as the official
sponsor, Sharjah Media Corporation as
the media sponsor, and the Expo Centre
Sharjah as the event's strategic partner,
in addition to other organizations
participating in cultural and educational

events.@
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DSPC News

Chairman

heikh Khaled bin  Sheikh Khaled welcomed the guest
Abdullah  bin  Sultan Al Qasimi, and a meeting was held with the
Chairman of the Department of attendance of HE Mohammed Meer Al
Seaports & Customs received at his  Sarrah, Director of the Department of
office, HE Mohammad Juma Nasser  Seaports & Customs.
Buossaiba, Director-General of the  They discussed the current issues and
UAE Federal Customs Authority at his  stressed on enhancing customs ties

office on March 15, 2018, between the two Customs entities. @




DSPC News

(Manafth)’s Delegation
DSPC

174
NS

heikh Khaled bin  andFree Zones Security.Inattendance
Abdullahbin Sultan AlQasimi,Chairman ~ was HE.  Mohammed Meer Abdul
of the Department of Seaports &  Rahman, Director of the Department
Customs, Hamriyah Free Zone and  of Seaports & Customs,
Sharjah International Airport Free  The visit of the delegation comes to
Zone received at his office on March  further tighten the relations between
15, a delegation of (Manafth, ) the  the strategic partners Manafth and

General Authority of Ports,Borders  the Department. @



DSPC News

4

ini d
VAT Training an
Interactive Seminar

he Seminar explained
informal conceptions of VAT in the
UAE and the lecturer MrKanth, the
Managing Director of VR Consultancy
Services highlighted VAT concepts,
calculations, compliance, VAT record
keeping, penalties and FAQs.

It was convened in two sessions, the
first was for DSPC's staff and dealt
with applications to the services

of the Department, while the other
was dedicated to ports and customs

customers including port  users,
agents, and customs clearing agents..
etc. The second part of the seminar
witnessed an interactive question and
answer session where the lecturer
and officials of the department
answered all questions about the
new regulation which focused on VAT



awareness, compliance and reporting
requirements.

At the conclusion of the seminar
the audience attended a business
luncheon by the Department of
Seaports & Customs  where they
expressed their pleasures in attending
the conference which provided a
better chance for them to enhance

their knowledge about VAT,



DSPC News

FCA’s Delegation

he visit also comes within
the strategic plans of the Federal
Customs Authority to support customs
sector through field visits to the various
customs administrations and centres in
the United Arab Emirates,
Mr. Khalid Salem bin Samnoh, Director
of Container Customs Centre along
with other customs officers welcomed
the delegation. Mr. Samnoh briefed
the delegation about the procedures
and innovations at the centre adapting
e-solutions to speed up the work and

Visits

boost customs performance.

Later on, the delegation toured the
centre and was informed about the
latest  developments,  equipments
and techniques used in monitoring
containerized cargo. The delegation
closely watched customs operations
at the centre and visited the Container
Scanner and acquainted themselves
with systems of monitoring and
controlling containers. They listened to
the explanation of the Centre’s staff
regarding the machines, container

scanning and watched carefully a
scanning operation of containers
carried by truck.

The FCA delegation thanked the staff
of the centre for their cooperation while
Mr. Khalid bin Samnoh emphasized
the keenness of the Department of
Seaports and Customs represented by
its Chairman, Sheikh Khaled bin Abdullah
bin Sultan Al Qasimi, to offer the highest
degree of cooperation with FCA which
enhances the tight relationship among

all customs departments in the UAE,
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DSPC News

Sharjah Customs Launches

New Container and
Truck Detection
System

t also is emphasizing the
policy followed by the Department in
tightening the security of the country
without giving any access for entering
goods that may threaten the security
or the public health of the nation and
without affecting the flow of goods
and passengers thus maintaining the
position of Sharjah as a pioneer hub
for businesses in the region.

The new X-Ray Inspection system
which was recently launched at Port
Khalid (including Sharjah Container
Terminal) is for scanning mobile trucks
and containers carried over moving
trucks. It can scan 120 containers
in one hour while trucks which are
carrying the containers, are moving

at a maximum speed of 15 Km, ie. it
requires a 30 seconds to scan a single
container or truck.

Majed Salem Al Zumar, Director of
Port Khalid Customs Centre said: *
The new inspection system is in line
with the strategic security plan of the
Government of Sharjah by improving
surveillance, monitoring equipment
and supporting operations at  the
borders and terminals of the Emirate
in order to safeguard the security of
the state!

" The new project is justifying the
policy of the Department under
the leadership of Sheikh Khaled bin
Abdullah bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairman
of the Department of Seaports &

Customs that supports legitimate
trade. The new inspection system
is with excellent screening features
such as material discrimination, fast-
scan and radioactivity monitoring
without any effect on food stuffs.
It also detect containers carried on
trucks whilst movinge”, he added.

" Sharjah Customs has experienced
national staff in customs inspection
field. Customs officers are recruited
in training courses continuously to
improve their skills including training
on understanding images of X-
Ray scanning solutions’, Al Zumar

concluded.®




DSPC News

he Sharjah Customs
foiled an attempt to smuggle 20 Kg
of Narcotic Material into the country
through Sharjah International Airport.
The narcotics were hidden in a suitcase
of a passenger who arrived the airport

~onJuly 4 2018
. Customs officers from the Passengers

Customs Centre at the Sharjah
International Airport suspected a
suit case carried by a passenger who
arrived from India and checked it and
found the 20 Kg narcotics.

The material was confiscated and
along with the passenger were sent
to the Sharjah Police Antinarcotics

Department for furtherinvestigation.



DSPCNews

H K

Mohammed Meer Abdul Rahman,
Director of the Department of
Seaports & Customs (DSPC) met with
the customers of the department and
spent some time with them, enquiring
about their formalities and provided
them with the required facility.

The event also witnessed the addition
of the hashtag #Happy_Customs to all
initiatives streamed in social media.

The General Assembly of the United
Nations in 12 July 2012 proclaimed

. HEE the 20th of March the International
; ey Y Day of Happiness recognizing the

e relevance of happiness and well-being

-"‘] - 3 ' as universal goals and aspirations in

’ . RN the lives of human beings around the

woarld and the importance of their
recognition in public policy objectives.
It also recognized the need for a more
. inclusive, equitable and balanced
o approach to economic growth that
promotes sustainable development,
poverty eradication, happiness and

i » the well-being of all peoples.®







Foe Zones

HFZA recognizes top
petrochemical, oil
and gas companies

Hamnyah Free Zone Authority (HFZA) recognized top

n this event, the strategic  Airport Free Zone (SAIF Zone) said,
partnership, between HFZA and  “We are delighted to recognize the
Gulf Energy Information, formerly 1500 companies working in the
Gulf  Publishing  Company, benefits  petrochemical, oil & gas sector
were announced to the participating  of Hamriyah Free Zone and to
petrochemical, oil & gas companies  connect our investors to Gulf Energy
and HFZ's investors, to highlight and  |nformation’s global  publication  to
promote their company, products and  showcase their products and services
services globally. globally.”

Mr. Saud Salim Al Mazrouei, Director  Founded in 1916, Gulf Energy
of HFZA and Sharjah International  |nformation has maintaineda global




publication for 100+ years. They are
a leading provider of media, marketing
and market intelligence services, that
provide in-depth insights, technical
content and strategic direction to the
international energy industry.

Gulf  Energy Information’s market-
leading brands, World Qil,
Hydrocarbon Processing, Petroleum
Economist, Pipeline & Gas Journal,
Gas Processing & LNG, Pipeline News
and Underground Construction, serve
their markets with traditional print
publications, as well as digital media,
data and events that leverage large
audiences across the upstream,
midstream, downstream, business
strategy and infrastructure markets.
Gulf Energy Information is happy to
bring more international attention to
HFZA and to assist HFZA and their
business associates by attracting
additional business opportunities.
Gulf Energy Information will be
publishing and distributing a Special
Report on Hamriyah Free Zone in
September 2018, highlighting the
benefits of being associated with
HFZA, and ways for additional

inverters to become involved.@
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WCO News

uring the conference
a total of 4 panel sessions, 3 round
tables and 49 workshops were
organized, together with live demos
focussing on operational practices
directly related to international
trade, such as the 17 - point trailer
instruction and track - and - trace
systems. Participants were involved
in the discussions on how Authorized
Economic Operator (AEQ) programmes
and Mutual Recognition Arrangement
(MRA) can provide a secure
business environment for economic
development, enhance compliance
level and increase revenue collection
and trade facilitation, obtain more
benefits with coordinated border
management including MRA at both
the bilateral and plurilateral level.
Several issues that ran across the 2.5
days include the need to build trust
not only between Customs and private

sector companies but also among
the Customs authorities, the need
to standardize and harmonize the
AEO programmes around the world,
the different ways of harnessing
the upcoming technology solutions,
the possible threats to the AEO
programmes and MRAs due to trade
facilitation benefits, the importance
of promoting the AEQ programmes
to SMEs, the increasing role of
intermediaries, among other topics.
TheConferencealsosaw presentations
on the successful implementation of
AEO programmes in the EAC region
and inspired other regional blocks
to implement such programmes and
learn the lessons from the experience
acquired. The participants were also
interested in learning the different
ways to involve the private sector in
the discussions and consolidate the
partnership with Customs and other

government agencies.

The Hon. Amelia Kyambadde, Minister
of Trade, Uganda delivered a closing
speech, highlighting the impact of
the conference on regional countries
and the need to further promote the
benefits of AEQ to the private sector
companies. She congratulated the
WCO for organizing this major event
in Africa and commended the Uganda
Revenue Authority (WCO) for their
commitment and dedication to make
this conference a successful one. The
Commissioner General of URA, Ms.
Doris Akol, invited the participants
to collect all the ideas, initiatives
and information obtained during this
Conference and use them effectively
in their respective countries. The
Commissioner of Customs, Mr. Dickson
C. Kateshumbwa, thanked all the
participants for their contribution to

this conference.®

A

==






Aviation News

Airport Reports

Sharjah International

Sharjah International Airport (SIA) achieved
positive growth rates in the number of
passengers handled increased by 5.11%,
reaching 2.88 million passengers during the
first quarter of this year, compared to 2.74
million passengers in the same period, last
year, while the average monthly number of
passengers traveling through SIA, in the first

quarter of 2018, has increased to more than
960,000 passengers, compared to 913,000
passengers during the first quarter of 2017.

rom January 1 to March
31, 2018, aircraft movement (regular
and irregular flights) increased by
4.69% to 19441 flights, compared to
18,569 flights during the same period
last year. The volume of cargo handling
during the same period of this year was
42,987 tons, and sea/air freight cargo
handling was approximately 3,136 tons.
HE Ali Salim AlMidfa, Chairman of Sharjah
Airport Authority, said “The number of
passengers handled and air movement
through Sharjah International Airport
continues to grow as a result of the
efforts made by Sharjah International
Airport  (SIA)  within  past months,
upon implementing the directives of
His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin|




Mohammed Al Qasimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah,
10 keep abreast of developments in the
aviation sector in various fields through
upgrading services. Despite this growth,
we will continue to focus on improving
the quality of services we provide to
our passengers in order to exceed their
expectationsand fulfilltheiraspirations.”
He added, “SIA's growth was a result
of a number of factors, including
the increase in passenger travel
during the winter break and holiday
season, the launch of a new flight
service from Sharjah to Asmara by Air
Arabia, new flights from Sharjah to
Faisalabad, Islamabad, and Lahore, by
Shaheen Air International, as well as

new operating flights from Sharjah to
Hyderabad and Lucknow by IndiGo!
HE Sheikh Faisal bin Sauod Al Qasimi,
Director of Sharjah Airport Authority,
stressed that SIA  will continue
to provide the best services and
facilities to attract new air partners
that will help to contribute to the
increase in passengers, for whom
SIA° has become the first option
of ftravel to and from the UAE
In terms of freight movement, HE
Sheikh Faisal bin Sauod Al Qasimi said
there were a number of challenges
faced by the freight movement at
the regional and global levels, which
was reflected in the total volume of
freight moving through SIA, including

the reduction in flight frequencies by
many airlines such as Lufthansa Cargo,
Singapore Airlines, and Etihad Airways,
as well as a reduction in the number of
ATS Hong Kong flights and a decrease in
cargo volumes to African destinations.
Despite these regional and global
challenges, SIA achieved positive
results in cargo volume during
the past months, recording 31.97
thousand tons, and the distribution
of 1044 thousand tons in January,
1007 thousand tons in February,
and 1145 thousand tons in March.
HE Sheikh Faisal bin Sauod Al Qasimi
extended thanks to all of SIAS
stakeholders: passengers, customers,
airlines, travel agents, private tour
operators and private  companies
for supporting SIAs operations and
trusting in Sharjah  International
Airport's  services and  facilities,
Since  January 2018, SIA  has
participated in  many  specialized,
high-profile international exhibitions
and events, as part of its marketing
and promotional strategy to attract
more airlines and shipping companies
to operate from SIA, to support the
airport’s primary objective of enhancing

Sharjah's regional and global status.




Community Activities

Gathering Trip for
Customs Staff

N a beautiful

spring time day, Sharjah Customs
(Department of Seaports & Customs)
organized a gathering trip for the
staff on Friday March 2nd 2018 at
Sharjah in Sharjah Police Desert Camp
in Al Batayeh Area.

More than one hundred staff from
various Customs Centres of Sharjah
attended the event which witnessed
several activities including sports
such as volleyball and other
competition tournament and ended
by presenting gifts to the organizers
and winner of the tournaments. A
lunch, and later on a dinner, were
served for all.

HE Mohammed Meer Abdul Rahman
Al Sarrah, Director of the Department
of Seaports & Customs attended the
trip and thanked the organizers and
the attendees for their participation
and wished them a happy time.

Mr. Mohammed Abdul Wahid Sultan,
Project Manager -Customs IT section
and the organizer of the trip said:
‘let met at the beginning extend
my thanks and gratitude to Sheikh
Khaled bin Abdullah bin Sultan Al
Qasimi, Chairman of the DSPC for his
guidance and support to have this
yearly gathering trip, the seventh
of its kind for the staff of our
department. The gathering provided
a great opportunity for the staff to
better acquaint with each other and
such gathering will give happiness
to the staff and definitely will have
better consequences on their general
performance” He also thanked all
participants and their interactions.
Abdul Wahid concluded"” We also
extend our thanks to Sharjah Police
Department for their cooperation and
providing us with this opportunity to

use their dessert camp facility” @
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